Indianmeal Moth

Scientific Name: Plodia interpunctella

Identification Tips:

Color Front wings are bi-colored; inner 1/3 attached to body being
whitish-gray and the outer 2/3 being coppery or bronze. The
hind wings are pale gray

Legs 6
Size Y410 3/8 inch long with a wingspan of about 5/8 to ¥4 inch long
Identifying Easily identified from other grain pests by peculiar markings

Characteristics | on forewings (gray where attached to body and bronze with
copper luster on back two-thirds)

Characteristics of this insect:

e This insect is a troublesome pest of stored grains and can be found feeding on grains, grain products,
birdseed, dried fruits, nuts, cereals and a host of other dry products

e Loosely clinging webbing on the grain is characteristic of this pest

e Mature females lay 100 to 300 eggs on food material, either singularly or-in-groups of twelve to
thirty. Newly hatched larvae are small enough to pass through sixty-mesh screen. Hence, it is most
difficult to exclude larvae from most packaged foods and grains

e Adults emerge in four to thirty days, mate, and females lay the eggs of the next generation. Adults
live from five to twenty-five days

Is this insect harmful to me?
This pantry pest contaminates food which makes the food unfit for human consumption.

Why are they in my structure?

Unfortunately, you purchased a product where this problem was packaged
. into the product during the manufacturing process. Almost all dry, stored
products for human consumption as well as dry pet food and birdseed can be
infested. Once inside, this insect will branch out from infested source and
reproduce in surrounding cracks and crevices which makes control extremely
long and difficult.

Can | treat the problem myself?

Due to the complexity of this insect and the arsenal of products that must be incorporated into the treatment,
it has been our experience that most homeowners are unsuccessful at eliminating this problem. Also,
homeowners often utilize products that are ineffective or apply them not in accordance with labeling and
state laws. Please remember that products may be harmful to you and your family if they are misused or
misapplied.

What can Apex do for me?

An Apex representative will spend time interviewing the homeowner in order to ascertain where the
presence of the indianmeal moth is located. That being said, Apex can provide you with a one-time
application or a preventative maintenance plan.



One-Time _Treatment: An interview with the homeowner is conducted along with a detailed
inspection of both the inside and outside of the structure. Time is spent determining the most
effective application and then a targeted application of product is made to rid your home or
surroundings of these unwanted guests. A 30-day guarantee is provided with free service calls if
the monthly prevention plan is not chosen.

Pest Prevention Plan: Due to the difficulty in controlling this insect, Apex recommends monthly
inspections and treatments to be performed to keep your dwelling pest free year around. Free
service calls are provided whenever a pest outbreak occurs. Being that a variety of other general
insect problems are covered, this is a cost effective way to maintain the integrity of your home and
is the recommended treatment of Apex.

Is the treatment safe for my children and pets?
Since 1969, Apex has always operated with one goal in mind: “The safety of people,
A pets, places, and the environment is our first concern.” Therefore, we will utilize crack
0 and crevice and spot applications, baits, monitors, habitat modification
- } recommendations, and natural products as a method of treatment when possible. When
J \L\’ conventional treatments are required, our licensed technicians are trained to apply the

products so as to not pose a problem to people or their pets. All conventional products
are EPA registered and our technician will advise you of any necessary precautions.

What should I do now?
Call our office at 1-800-MUG-A-BUG (1-800-684-2284) to discuss your problem with a knowledgeable
customer service representative. Otherwise, sign up for a free online quote today!
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